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Objectives
➢Objective 1: 

Foundational Framework for Student Growth and 
Development

➢Objective 2: 
Effective Teaching Strategies

➢Objective 3: 
Resources to Enrich Learning Experience
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Objective 1

Foundational Framework for Student 

Growth and Development
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Different Approaches to Intro Courses

❑ Intro to Paralegal vs. Intro to Law

❑ Practical vs. Theoretical

❑ Specific vs. Broad

❑ Procedural vs. Conceptual
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Bring real-world experience to the 

classroom

❑ Invite a recent graduate to speak to you class 

about their experience

❑ Relatability and engagement

❑ Real-world insights

❑ Career guidance and motivation

❑ Enhanced learning experience
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Additional Approaches

❑ Informational 

Interviews

❑ Career 

Development Plan
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Additional Approaches

❑ Guest Speakers

❑  Trial Paralegal

❑  DA Paralegal

❑ Panel 

Discussions

❑  Ask Me Anything 

Paralegal Panel
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Additional Approaches

❑ Visual Learning 

❑ Diagrams

❑ Flowcharts  
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Additional Approaches

❑ Auditory Learning

❑ Podcasts

❑ Legal Talk Network
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Objective 2

Effective Teaching Strategies
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Understanding by Design or 

Backwards Design

❑ Start with desired results and then work backward to 

create effective learning experiences

❑ Stage 1 Identify results

❑ What should students know, understand and be able to do? 

❑ Define enduring understandings and essential questions

❑ Determine what knowledge and skills are necessary

❑ Stage 2 Determine Acceptable Evidence

❑ How will students demonstrate their understanding? 

❑ Design assessments to measure the desired outcomes

❑ Use a variety of assessments (formative and summative)
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Understanding by Design or 

Backwards Design

❑ Stage 3 Plan Learning Experience

❑ Create engaging and effective learning activities

❑ Align instructional strategies (content and activities) to 

desired results and assessments

❑ Ensure learning experience contributes to student 

understanding

❑ Benefits of UbD

❑ Improved student understanding

❑ Coherent curriculum

❑ Increased teacher effectiveness

❑ Greater student engagement
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Practical Example

❑ Course content = Grandma’s cake recipe

❑ Desired outcome = a delicious cake

❑ Assessment = taste tests and checks

❑ Formative = during learning, tasting and 

correcting as you cook

❑ Summative = Grandma tasting finished 

cake
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Auditory Learning 

❑ Google Notebook LM

❑ Free

❑ User-Friendly

❑ Upload Recorded Lecture

❑ Upload PowerPoint

❑ Students can listen on-

the-go
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Auditory Learning 

❑ Google Notebook LM

❑ Google Notebook LM

❑ Uploaded a short Zoom recorded lecture – turned into a 

podcast
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https://notebooklm.google.com/notebook/3f470429-319a-43c2-af23-f184c7c3b2cb/audio 

https://notebooklm.google.com/notebook/3f470429-319a-43c2-af23-f184c7c3b2cb/audio


Auditory Learning 
❑ Zoom AI Companion Tool 

❑ Go to Settings – 
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Auditory Learning 
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Syllabus as Scheduling Order
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Objective 3

Resources to Enrich Learning 

Experience
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Practical Assignments

❑ Relationship Building (Group Work)

❑ Self Reflection/Assessment

❑ Informational Interviews

❑ Career Development Plan

❑ Law Practice Management Software

❑ Guest Speakers

❑ Panel Discussions
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Collaborative Study Guides

❑ Provide questions or topics in a Google doc or other shareable 

format

❑ Have students prepare and share responses

❑ Students benefit from each other’s contributions

❑ Social learning and peer teaching

❑ Active learning

❑ Increased engagement and ownership

❑ Enhanced review and reinforcement

❑ Can be used for terminology or concepts
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Law Practice Management Software

23

AAfPE 2025 Spring Virtual Conference



Resources – Keeping Students Engaged 

❑ Jeopardy  

❑ Padlet

❑ Trivia Maker

❑ Wheel of Names 
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https://www.superteachertools.us/jeopardyx/jeopardy-review-game.php?gamefile=2690361
https://triviamaker.com/game-preview/game/GD20220318164762701039047-Ace-the-Midterm/


Resources/Appendix
❑ Loom

❑ Collaborate, comment or coach

❑ https://www.loom.com/use-case/education 

❑ Sign Up for Clio's Academic Access Program

❑ https://www.clio.com/partnerships/academic-access/sign-

up-for-clio-academic-access-program/ 
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❑ Items in handout

❑ Bringing a Civil Claim

❑ Drafting a Legal Memo

❑ Drafting a Legal Correspondence 

❑ A Will Case Study

❑ Example of a Practical Assignment

❑ Syllabus for Intro to Law (University 

of San Diego)

❑ Example of In-class Assignment 

❑ Clio Litigation Scenario

❑ Syllabus for Intro to Law (College of 

the Canyons)

❑ Syllabus for Law Office Practice and 

Technology (St. Petersburg College)

https://www.loom.com/use-case/education
https://www.clio.com/partnerships/academic-access/sign-up-for-clio-academic-access-program/
https://www.clio.com/partnerships/academic-access/sign-up-for-clio-academic-access-program/


Thank you!
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